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NEARLY ONE Mll,LION CRJLDREN MALNOURISHED IN IRAQ, SAYS UNICEF 
Surveys reveal deepening crisis 

New York. Wednesday, 26 November - Almost ooe million children in southern and central Iraq 
are chronically malnourished. according to suivey resuhs published today . . 
. The Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS),.~ed out by the Government of Iraq with the 
full participation of the United Nations Chil~'.1 Fund (UNICEF), looked at a range of health. 
nutrition and education issues - from· immunu.ation and safe water to school enrolment rates. The 
survey, which covered a total of6,375 households throughbut southern and central Iraq last year, 
was followed by two further nutritional surveys in April 1997 and in October/November 1997, 
covering the same go-vernorates_ with the participation of UNICEF and support from the World 
Food Programme. 

The most alanning results are those on malnutrition, with 32 per cent of children under the age of 
five, some 960,000 children, chronically roalnourished - a rise of72 per cent since 1991. ,AJmost 
one quarter (around 23 per cent) are underweight - twice as high as the levels found in 
neighbouring Jordan or Turkey. . ·. 

' 
"What we are seeing is a dramatic deterioration in the nutritional well-being oflraqi children since 

· · · 1991," says Philippe Hefflnck, UNICEF Representative in Baghdad. "And what concerns us now 
is that there is no sign of any improvement since Security Council Resolution 986/1111 came into 
force." 

The results come on the eve of the publication of the UN Secretary-General's 180-day report on 
the iJilpact of Security Council Resolution 986/11 I 1 (commonly known as oil-for-food) which 
came into effect in Dec.ember 1996. · 

All three swveys found that around one quart« of children under the age of five were 
undCIWCight, with no improvmnent since the first survey was carried out in 1996. There was little 
or no improvement in the figures for underweight infants in 1997, with 14.6 per cent of infants 
underweight in October, compared to 14.7 per cent in April. 

Some areas have been particularly badly bit, with the MICS results fi'om the Govemorate of 
Missan, in the east of the country, showing chronic malnutrition in almost half the children under 
the age of five. 
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There is also concern at the low primary school enrolment rate across southern and central Iraq 
which. according to the MICS. stands at 73 per cent of children aged 6 to 11 years. This suggests 
that around one quarter of primary school age children are not in school at all. · 

"It is clear that children are bearing the brunt of the current economic hardship," says Philippe 
Heffinck '"They must be protected from the impact of sanctions. Otherwise. they will continue 
to suffer. and that we cannot accept. ·• 

The MICS also reveals serious problems in rural areas,·where only 50 per cent of people have 
access to a water supply from a network, public.tap or weH. compared to 96 per cent of people 
living in towns and cities. Only 34 per cent have a sanitary type of latrine, compared to 97 per 
cent of the urban population. Immunization rates are some l 0 to l 5 per cent lower in rural areas 
and the survey found similar gaps in the proportion of rural children who have received Vitamin A 
supplements and on the numbers entenn~ primary school. 

Unexpectedly perhaps, the rural-urban division evaporates when it comes to malnutrition, with 
children no more malnourished in the countJyside th1111 in the towns and cities. Ready access to 
locally produced food and higher incidence of breastfeeding provide at least some protection for 
rural children who, according to the survey. lag behind in so many other areas. 

The Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey does reveal some positive, as well as negative, tr~s. 
Around half of all children surveyed bad received at least one dose of Vitamin A, and 
immuna.ation coverage remains adequate, with at least 80 per cent of children aged one to two 
years immuniud against measles. The swvey reveals no significant gender disparities between 
boys and girls in any of the areas examined. 

UNICEF is working throughout Iraq to tackle child maln~~µon by orgaiuing training 
workshops for nutrition workers and promoting the benefits of breut-feeding. UNICEF also 
supports growth monitoring in 1,000 Community Child Care Units and therapeutic feeding in 60 
Nutrition Rehabilitation Centers. 

• •••• 
For further information, please contact: 

Anna Wright, Division of Communication, UNICEF New York; on (212) 326 7566 
Angela Hawke, Division of Communication. UNICEF New York; on (212) 326 7506 

Patrick McConnick, Division of Commupication, UNICEF Geneva; on {41 22} 909 5509 
PhilippeHeffinck, Representative, UNICEF Baghdad; via sat. phone on (873) 1611377 

For copies of the surveys, please contact: 
Angela Hawke, Division of Communication, UNICEF NewYork; on {212) 326 7S06 

Patrick McCormick, Division of Commtini~on, UNICEF Geneva~ on (41 22)-909 S509 
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NOTE TO EDITORS; 

MICS Survey: 

The Multiple Indicator Cluster SuJVey (MICS) was conducted by the Qovernment of Iraq's 
Central Statistics Organization (CSO), principally the Mother/Child Unit (MCU), with support 
&om UNICEF. The methods used followed the fonnat recommended by UNICEF and took place 
after field testing in Baghdad and Babylon. 

A total of6,375 households were smveyed-425 households in each of the 15 goveroorates of 
southern and central Iraq. Each govemorate had two survey teams, including two CSO 
interviewers and a Ministry of Health representatjve. UNICEF worked with the surveyors to 
check all data. Field work wu completed by September 5, 1996 and analysis began after further 
checks and return visits were made to clarify all details. Analysis was carried out by the Central 
Statistical Organization with support from UNICEF. '" 

' 
Nutritional Status Survey (April 1997): 

A nutritional status survey of children under five years of age was conducted bttwecn April 12 
and 14, 1997 in 87 Primmy Health Centres throughout southern and central Iraq. A total of 
15,466 children aged 0-S9 months were measured for weight and length to provide additional 

h 
baseline information on SCR 986/1 ll I, in accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding 
under Food Items (No. 38). 

Nutritional Status Survey (October/November 1997): 

A further nutritional status swvey of infants was conducted between October 27 and November 2 
1997 at the same Primary Health Centres throughout southern and central Iraq. A total of 3,153 
children aged 0-11 months were measured for weight and length in order to provide timely 
follow-up on SCR 986/11 I I. 
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There is also concern at the low primary school enrolment rate across southeril and central Iraq 
which, according to the MICS, stands at 73 per cent of children aged 6 to 11 years. This suggests 
that around one quarter of primary school age children are not in school at all. 

"It is clear that children are bearing the bnmt of the CUJTeDt economic hardship," says Philippe 
Heffinclc. "They. must be protected from the impact of sanctions. Otherwise, they will continue 
to su:tfer, and that we cannot accept. " 

The MICS also reveals serious problems in rural areas. where only 50 per cent of people have 
access to a water supply from a network. public. tap or well. compared to 96 per cent of people 
living in towns and cities. Only 34 per cent-have a sanitary type of latrine. compared to 97 per 
cent of the urban population. Immunization rates are some 10 to 1 S per cent lower in rural areas 
and the survey found similar gaps in the proportion of rural children who have received Vitamin A 
supplements and on the numbers entering primaiy school: 

Unexpectedly perhaps. the rural-urban division evaporates when it comes to malnutrition, with 
children no more malnourished in the countryside than in the towns and cities. Ready access to 
locally produced food and higher incidence of breastfeeding provide at least:some protection for 
rural children who, according to the survey, lag behind in so many other areas. 

;, 

The Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey does reveal some positive. as well as negative, trends. 
Around half of all children surveyed had received at least one dose of Vitamin A, and 
immunization coverage remains adequate, with at least 80 per cent of children aged one to two 
years immunized against measles. The survey reveals no significant gender disparities between 
boys and girls in any of the areas examined. 

UNICEF is working throughout Iraq to tackle child maln1J:ttjJion by organizing training . 
workshops for nutrition workers and promoting the benefits ofhreast-feeding. UNICEF also 
supports growth monitoring in 1,000 Community Child Care Units and thera.peutic feeding in 60 
Nutrition Rehabilitation Centers. 

• •••• 
For further information. please contact: 

Anna Wright, Division of Communication. UNICEF New York; on (212) 326 7S66 
Angela Hawke. Division of Communication, UNICEF New York; on (212) 326 7506 

Patri(;k Mc.Cormir;k, Division of Communication. UNICEF Geneva; on (41 22) 909 S509 
Philippe Heffinck, Representative, UNICEF Baghdad; via sat. phone on (873) 161 1377 

For copies of the surveys, please contact: 
Angela Hawke. DivisionofCommunication, UNICEFNewYork; on(212) 326 7506 

Patrick McComuck, Division or Communi~tion, UNICEF Geneva; on ( 41 22)$09 5509 
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